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and so bring into evidence the existence of
" cleavage planes/'
Such smooth plane faces " with Nature's
polish" (Haiiy) would naturally attract our
attention and direct it to the regularity of the
external shape of a body built up of crystalline
matter. But, however striking, the external
regularity is only the result of the internal
symmetry.
So the most important element is the internal
symmetrical arrangement of molecules in space,
which is now usually called the " space lattice."
But the importance of the other element, the
geometrical regularity of form, must not be
minimised either, as it may be considered as
one of the most striking manifestations of the
internal symmetry. A body built up of crystal-
line matter, and possessing the form of a regular
polyhedron, will be considered as a perfect or
idiomorphic crystal. Any other volume of
crystalline matter may be equally well described
as a crystal, but to show the difference from the
perfect crystal will be called an allotriomorphic
crystal.
II. SPACE LATTICE
Let us imagine four points in space, A, B, C,
and O. Let us consider the point O as the origin
of co-ordinates and so place the co-ordinate